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pang. She even found amusement in ifc. From the
nature of the case, she could not take one of her
counsellors into her confidence. There was no chance
of imposing upon foreigners unless she could persuade
those about her that she was in earnest. * They were
amazed that she should run the risk of establishing the
French in the Netherlands. She had no intention of
doing so. When Philip should be brought so low as
to be willing to concede a constitutional government,
she could always throw her weight on his side and
get rid of the French.

The match with Alen<jon had been proposed six
years before. It had lately slumbered. But there
was no difficulty in whistling him back, and making
it appear that the renewed overture came from his
side. After tedious negotiations, protracted over
twelve months, he at length paid his first visit to
Elizabeth (August 1579). He was an under-sized
man with an over-sized head, villainously ugly, with
a face deeply seamed by smallpox, a nose ending
in a knob that made it look like two noses, and a
croaking voice. Elizabeth's liking for big handsome
men is well knownv But as she had not the least
intention of marrying Alengon, it cost her nothing
to affirm that she was charmed with his appearance,
and that he was just the sort of man she could fancy
for a husband. The only agreeable thing about him
was his conversation, in which he shone, so that
people who did not thoroughly know him always
at first gave him credit for more ability than he
possessed. Elizabeth, who had a pet name for all
favourites, dubbed him her " frog " ; and " G-renouille "